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  School of Architecture

Preparing students to address the grand challenges of today and tomorrow.
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The School of Architecture at the University of Arizona is devoted to professional education, innovative research and community service with a sensibility honed by the conditions of an extreme climate.

Vision: The School of Architecture at the University of Arizona has the following aspirations:

	We are designers, researchers, and innovators.
	We are scholars and practitioners.
	We are inclusive, interdisciplinary, collaborative and diverse.
	We foster agency, stewardship, responsibility and professionalism.
	We are adaptive and empathetic.
	We are engaged locally and globally.
	We use tactile learning and experimentation.
	We embrace a multi-method design approach.


We offer interactive, immersive and engaged educational programs: Bachelor of Architecture, Master of Architecture and Master of Science in Architecture, plus the undergraduate Minor in Architectural History and Theory.




      
                
          
      
              


        
                    Director's Welcome

Ryan E. Smith, School of Architecture Director and Professor of Architecture
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      CAPLA Students Put their Best Foot Forward During 14th Annual Job Interview Fair
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      Internationally renowned lecturer explores legacies of Mexican architect  Luis Barragán, sculptor José Sacal
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      Third-Year B.Arch Students Excel with Award-Winning Designs for Accessible Spaces in Bisbee



  


  



      

      




    

  
          





      
      



                
          
            View All School of Architecture News & Headlines

 



      
                
          
      
              


        
                    Design Excellence Showcase

At the end of each academic year, faculty nominate student work across all programs and years for Design Excellence awards, which are sponsored by AIA Southern Arizona and judged by leading architects from around the world. View recent Design Excellence project nominations and winners and meet the judges:
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2019-2020
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              noon to 1 p.m., March 15, 2024

          

  
  



      Sonoran Desert Bees: Nesting Requirements & Husbandry Methods | Lecture by Stephen Buchmann

  



      
            Join us in person and online for this School of Landscape Architecture and Planning Lecture Series event featuring Dr. Stephen Buchmann, a pollination ecologist and adjunct professor in the departments of Entomology and Ecology and Evolutionary Biology at the University of Arizona.



      
  


  


  



      

          
        


  
    
        
      
  
    

      

      
      
              4:30 to 6 p.m., March 20, 2024

          

  
  



      ORU - Oficina de Resiliencia Urbana

  


  


  



      

          
        


  
    
        
      
  
    

      

      
      
              10 a.m. to 6 p.m., March 22, 2024

          

  
  



      ISIE 2024 Emerging Scholars Symposium: New Voices in Expo Research
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Top 10










Years in a Row Architecture Students Place

in Solar Decathlon Design Challenge

2018, 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023




Ana Astiazaran '22 B.Arch Wins 2021 ASCA/AIA

COTE Top Ten for Students Award

for Sustainable Design Excellence









      
            

          

        

      

      



                
          
            Our Academic Programs



      
      



                
          
      
              


      
        



              
          BACHELOR OF ARCHITECTURE

        

          

        
                    The highly ranked, NAAB-accredited five-year B.Arch program prepares students for professional registration and practice in the field of architecture and design.



                    Explore the Bachelor of Architecture »

          

  



              


      
        



              
          MASTER OF ARCHITECTURE

        

          

        
                    The NAAB-accredited, STEM-designated M.Arch, available in two- and three-year tracks, places an emphasis on critical practice and sustainable design honed by the poetics of place.



                    Explore the Master of Architecture »

          

  



              


      
        



              
          MASTER OF SCIENCE IN ARCHITECTURE

        

          

        
                    Devoted to applied research on the built environment, the 18-month, STEM-designated MS.Arch allows students to move across and between concentration areas or form their own specialization.



                    Explore the Master of Science in Architecture »

          

  



          

  
      



                
          
      
              


        
              Minor in Architectural History and Theory

                    The 18-unit undergraduate Minor in Architectural History and Theory is designed for students who are interested in architectural history, theory and preservation as well as those who are studying to receive an advanced degree in art or architectural history.



                    Explore the Minor in Architectural History and Theory »

          

  



          

  
      



              
  
                
        
          
            
              
            






  
















  













CAPLA Design/Build

 

CAPLA Design/Build involves students in hands-on, real-world projects they design and then build under the guidance of School of Architecture faculty, centered around the belief that learning by doing is a powerful method of gaining knowledge.

 

Explore CAPLA Design/Build











      
            

          

        

      

      



                
          
            Student Work, Awards & Profiles



      
      



                
          
      
              


      
        



          

        
              Student Work

                    Architecture students create a wide variety of outstanding work in their time at CAPLA. View individual galleries and narratives of work by Bachelor of Architecture, Master of Architecture and Master of Science in Architecture students.



                    View Student Projects and Work »

          

  



              


      
        



          

        
              Student Awards

                    Architecture students regularly win a variety of awards, both those offered through the school, such as the end-of-year Design Excellence Awards, as well as esteemed regional, national and international awards. Learn more about our award-winning students and their projects.



                    View Student Awards »

          

  



              


      
        



          

        
              Student Profiles

                    School of Architecture students come from a rich diversity of backgrounds and experiences. View profiles of a few of our Bachelor of Architecture, Master of Architecture and Master of Science in Architecture students.



                    Meet Architecture Students »

          

  



          

  
      



                
          
            

Faculty Research & Practice



      
      



                
          
      
              


      
        



          

        
              Faculty Areas of Expertise

                    The award-winning faculty of the School of Architecture are leaders in their fields, with expertise in a broad range of topics, from building technologies to urban design, energy and water systems to biomimetics, market transformation to environmentally adaptive design and much more.



                    View Faculty Areas of Expertise »

          

  



              


      
        



          

        
              Architecture Research

                    Faculty within the School of Architecture conduct a wide array of transformative research related to design and our built environments. From alternative building materials and energy systems to heritage conservation and wellness, learn more about our research.



                    Explore Architecture Research »

          

  



              


      
        



          

        
              Faculty Professional Work

                    Many School of Architecture faculty are award-winning architects and designers here in the Sonoran Desert and around the world. Learn more about their work in galleries and narratives exploring individual projects.



                    View Faculty Professional Work »

          

  



          

  
      



                
          
      
              


        
              Architecture Faculty Profiles

                    The faculty of the School of Architecture comprise a dynamic community, bringing their expertise to the built environment from across the country and around the world. In these detailed profiles, you'll learn about their teaching, research, practice and much more.



                    Meet School of Architecture Faculty »

          

  



          

  
      



              
  
                
        
          
            
              
            



Materials Labs and Model Lab

 

CAPLA's state-of-the-art Materials Labs comprise 9,000 square feet dedicated to model-building and fabrication using metals, wood, concrete, ceramics, glass and plastics. Equipment includes CNC tools, robotics, lasers, 3D printers and woodworking tools for digital and analog fabrication.

 

Explore The Materials LaBs
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              Black Lives Matter: Statement from the School of Architecture

                    We condemn racism and all its pernicious effects, and we must root it out. We pride ourselves on being members of a university dedicated to the advancement of knowledge and our students, but we can and must do more.



                    Read the Full Black Lives Matter Statement »

          

  



          

  
      



                
          
      
              


        
              Accreditation Status and Professional Registration

                    The Bachelor of Architecture and Master of Architecture are accredited by the National Architectural Accrediting Board and in order to become a registered architect in most U.S. states, one needs a professional architecture degree from a NAAB-accredited program, plus other requirements.



                    View Our Accreditation Resources and Reports and Registration Information »

          

  



              


        
              Studio Culture Policy

                    The School of architecture fosters intellectual growth and a creative, collaborative and engaged studio/lab community. Our studio culture policy affirms principles of design education and augments the UArizona Student Code of Academic Integrity.



                    View the Studio Culture Policy »

          

  



              


        
              Architecture Alumni

                    Alumni of the School of Architecture in the College of Architecture, Planning and Landscape Architecture comprise a dynamic community, working in architecture and design as well as affiliated careers and industries.



                    Meet School of Architecture Alumni »

          

  



          

  
      



              
  
                
        
          
            
              
            Contact Us

For additional information about the School of Architecture and our programs, please contact contact us.

Connect with the School of Architecture



      
            

          

        

      

      



          

  
  



    

  


  

              
                                                                    

          

          
                                                

    


    
                
                    
            
              
                                  
                    
                      
                        

                      

                    

                  

                                                  
                  

                    
    
  
    
      
      
      
                
          
            



 







College of Architecture, Planning and Landscape Architecture

520-621-6751

1040 N. Olive Rd.

P.O. Box 210075

Tucson, AZ 85721-0075







CAPLA Building Hours

8 a.m. - 5 p.m. M-F via CatCard or appointment.

Additional student access via CatCard: 24/7
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                                    We respectfully acknowledge the University of Arizona is on the land and territories of Indigenous peoples. Today, Arizona is home to 22 federally recognized tribes, with Tucson being home to the O’odham and the Yaqui. Committed to diversity and inclusion, the University strives to build sustainable relationships with sovereign Native Nations and Indigenous communities through education offerings, partnerships, and community service.
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                  © 2024 The Arizona Board of Regents on behalf of The University of Arizona.

                

              

            

          

                  

            
      




  


    
    







  